ABSTRACT

WA-I-207 Late 18th Century
Cool Brook Farm

Hagerstown Vicinity

private

The Cool Brook Farm complex consists of what
appears to be a late 18th century limestone dwelling,
a complex of stone outbuildings set directly over a
spring and a 20th century frame dairy barn. Together
this group provides an example of an early Washington
County farmstead utilizing the native limestone as its
primary building material. The use of limestone for
construction purposes is an important aspect in the
development of the regional architecture in the Cumber-
Tand Valley. This particular complex was once the
center of a farm of more than 500 acres.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This agricultural complex known for many years as Cool Brook Farm, is located on the north
side of Lehman's Mill Road about one half mile east of the Marsh Pike, north of Hagerstown
in Washington County, Maryland. The house is situated on a gentle slope and faces south.

The dwelling is a two story, five bay structure built of roughly coursed local limestone.
Decorative exterior masonry consists of flat arches of stone above openings at the first
story level. A two story, four bay el also of stone construction extends to the rear or
north. This wing, moved to its present location in recent years, originally was set on

an axis with the main dwelling and attached to its east end.

Windows toward the east end of the house are set more closely together than openings in the
west half. Where original window frames remain they are wide with quarter round trim.

Nine over nine pane double hung sashes are present at the first story level while nine over
six pane sashes are used at the second story. Most windows are flanked with shutters which
are louvered at the first story and have recessed panels at the upper level windows.

The main entrance with its raised panel door is located in the center bay of the front ele-
vation. It is sheltered by a one story shed roofed porch.

The roof is covered with slates and extends beyond the end walls of the house. Brick chim-
neys are located inside each gable end. A modern stone chimney extends from inside the
end wall of the el.

Located northeast of the dwelling are two adjoining stone outbuildings. The more southerly
structure is one and a half stories high and two bays in length. Its extensive roof area
is covered with sheet metal. This building is situated directly over a spring of water and
has a fireplace in its south end wall east of the roof peak. The ceiling in this structure
consists of heavy hewn joists laid side by side and topped with a layer of rocks and mortar.
A door is located high in the south gable. Attached to this building is a slightly larger
stone structure of similar proportions. According to the present owner this complex is
said to have been a distillery at one time.

North of these buildings is a 20th century frame dairy barn having a gambrel roof topped
with metal ventilators. Other outbuildings related to agricultural use are located nearby.

The buildings appear to be in excellent condition and are located on a tract containing

205.01 acres, part of a grant called '"Turkey Buzzard" surveyed in 1791 for Thomas Bell
(Belt)o
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The Cool Brook Farm complex consisting of what appears to be a late 18th century limestone -
dwelling, a complex of stone outbuildings set directly over a spring and a 20th century
frame dairy barn. Together this group provides an example of an early Washington County
farmstead utilizing the native limestone as its primary building material. The use of
limestone for construction purposes is an important aspect in the development of the re-
gional architecture in the Cumberland Valley. This particular complex was once the center
of a farm of more than 500 acres.

On September 8, 1791, a warrent of resurvey was granted to Thomas Bell (Belt) to allow him
to incorporate into one tract several adjoining pieces of land he had acquired along with
any vacancies that remained among them. The tracts to be resurveyed included the ‘''Resurvey
on Long Meadows Enlarged," '"Part of Amendment' and "Part of Well Meant.' The entire tract
=agurveyed for Thomas Bell contained 512 3/8 acres and was named '"Turkey Buzzard." Thomas

.11 had acquired the several tracts making up Turkey Buzzard in various transactions taking
place over a period of years.

It seems clear that Thomas Bell resided on the property and probably built at least part
of the house on Cool Brook Farm. A dwelling is depicted on this site on Charles Varle's
1808 ap of Frederick and Washington Counties.

In his will probated December 9, 1823, Thomas Belt leaves his plantation to his nephew,
Thomas Walter Belt of Baltimore, noting that the property on which he had formerly resided
was now under lease to Barton Brun (Bean)., (Will Liber C, page 218). 1In 1827, Thomas Walter
Belt sold the plantation, then containing 473 acres to George I. Harry (II/360). After
Harry's death, his executors sold the farm to Dr. Dennis Murphey (IN9/89). Within the next
ten years the farm changed hands three times with the building being set off in a separate
236 acre tract (IN10/791, IN14/51, IN17/493). The family of the present owner acquired the
farm in 1864 for $16,583.43. It has descended through the Shank family as recorded in the
following deeds: 108/472, 162/106, 187/378, 187/379, 483/116, 451/85, 503/131, 503/132,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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